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School Info 

Main Office: 773-534-5525 
Fax: 773-534-5775 

4332 N. Paulina St. Chicago, IL 60613 
Principal: Mr. Nate Manaen 

Assistant Principal: Mrs. Barbara Karrel 
 

 

Teacher Info 

Mr. Ryan Jacobi 
Email: rgjacobi@cps.edu 

Mrs. Meghan Residori 
Email: mmsarran@cps.edu 

Ms. Molly Mehl 
Email: memehl@cps.edu 

Ms. Cassy Santos 
Email: csantos15@cps.edu 

Mrs. Vanessa Vergil 
Email: vrivas2@cps.edu 

Ms. Rachel Prastitis 
Email: rprastitis@cps.edu 

   



Welcome! 
A little bit about Mr. Jacobi… 
I am extremely excited to be starting a new school year with your family! I joined the Ravenswood community in 
2009 and am thrilled to have found a school like none other in Chicago. 
 

Originally from St. Louis, I earned my Bachelor's in Psychology from Truman State University. After two years in 
service with AmeriCorps, I decided to pursue my love for early education by moving to Chicago to attend Erikson 
Institute. At Erikson I earned my Master’s in Early Childhood Education. When I’m not in the classroom, I swim on a 
Master’s swim team (Go Chicago Smelts!), participate in a monthly book club, and go out to eat more often than I 
probably should!  
 

I am so excited and feel so lucky to have found such an amazing school as Ravenswood to continue my teaching 
career. I’m thrilled to get the chance to work with you and your child, I love coming to school and can’t wait to both 
teach my students as well as learn from them the entire year!  

 
A little bit about Mrs. Residori… 
I’m so happy to be able to call Ravenswood my home away from home and to be entering another year in this 
incredible school!  I’ve been teaching kindergarten and first grade since 2004, including four years that I spent at 
another CPS school before joining the Ravenswood family.  
 

After growing up in a suburb of Chicago, I began my education at DePaul University where I earned a Bachelor’s 
Degree in Elementary Education.  After teaching kindergarten for a year at Ravenswood, I discovered my passion 
for early childhood, which led me to earn my Master’s Degree in Early Childhood Education, which I completed at 
Erikson Institute.  I live with my husband and three boys not far from our school and love being a part of this 
community. You may see me out and about with Luca (soon to be 5) and Leo (just turned 3), and Nico (1yo in 
November) and I’ll be sharing lots of stories about them with the class.  
 

Everyday that I spend working with young children is a learning experience for me.  I feel lucky that I am able to 
get up everyday to go to work doing something I love in such a wonderful school community! 
 
A little bit about Ms. Mehl… 
I have taught primary grades at Ravenswood since 2009.  I am passionate about early childhood education and I 
look forward to helping your child grow as a reader, writer, researcher, problem solver, and peacemaker this year 
in kindergarten. 
 

I am originally from St. Louis, Missouri.  I received my Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood Education at Ohio 
Wesleyan University, located in central Ohio.  I also studied dance and Spanish there.  Upon graduating, I moved to 
Chicago and was lucky enough to find a job at Ravenswood.  I feel blessed to be a part of the Ravenswood 
community!  
 

After teaching for a few years, I went back to school and received a Master’s of Arts in Language, Literature, and 
Culture with an English as a Second Language (ESL) endorsement, from North Park University.  I 
enjoy teaching students from diverse language and cultural backgrounds.  Besides teaching, my other interests 
include dancing, reading, traveling, learning new languages, and going to theatre shows.   
 
A little bit about Mrs. Vergil... 
 I’ve taught primary grades at Ravenswood since 2010. I am so excited to learn all about your child! I am looking 
forward to a year of growth and learning in a peaceful, caring, and safe environment. I have many goals for our 
class and I hope to share my enthusiasm of teaching with you as we get to know each other throughout the school 
year.  
  

After growing up in Rogers Park, I began my education at Northeastern Illinois University where I earned a 
Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood Education. After teaching kindergarten and first grade for a few years at 
Ravenswood, I discovered my passion for bilingual/English as a Second Language education, which led me to earn 
my Master’s Degree in Bilingual/Bicultural Education, which I also completed at Northeastern Illinois University. I 



decided to go back to school in the spring of 2017 to pursue a Master’s Degree in School Leadership, which I hope 
to complete in 2-3 years. 
 

When I’m not at school or working on a DIY project (i.e., mason jar crafts), I enjoy spending time with my husband 
Luis, Yogi (pet beagle), and my family. I absolutely love trying new recipes, Zumba, reading, and traveling to new 
places. 
 

K-1 involves a lot of excitement, discovery, learning, and growth. I’m privileged to work in such a wonderful school 
community and I’m delighted to be a part of your child’s schooling experience. I'm really looking forward to 
another great school year with the students, staff, and parents here at Ravenswood! 
  
A little bit about Mrs. Santos-Cardenas… 
I am so excited to begin a new school year with the Ravenswood team! I joined the Ravenswood team in February 
of last school year and can not wait to see what this year has in store! I am passionate about teaching your children 
as much as I am passionate about learning from your children and can not wait to grow with the Ravenswood 
community as a lifelong learner! 
 

I grew up in the city of Chicago, and attended CPS for elementary and high school. In 2016, I graduated from 
Northeastern Illinois university with a BA in Special Education. A quick Fun fact: I graduated from Ravenswood in 
2006! So my history with the school runs quite deep and I couldn’t be happier to now be a part of the staff here to 
make the impact that was made on me all those years ago!  
 

Outside of school, I enjoy being outside and all outdoor activities (the mountains in Colorado have a piece of my 
heart) going on adventures with my husband (yay newlyweds) and dog Harley, and hula hoop dancing! I also enjoy 
spending time with my nephew Niko, and twin nieces Abby and Katie!  
 
I am so excited to start this school year and am looking forward to getting to know our students and their parents! 
 
A little bit about Ms. Prastitis… 
I’m very excited to be starting another school year at Ravenswood! I joined the Ravenswood team in 2016 and 
strongly believe that this community is one of a kind. 
 
After growing up in Michigan, I attended Indiana University where I double majored in Special Education and 
Elementary Education (Go Hoosiers!). Knowing that I wanted to teach in an urban setting, I made the move to 
Chicago and was lucky enough to be welcomed into the Ravenswood Elementary community.  
 
When I’m not at school, you can find me at the YMCA, trying new restaurants, or exploring Chicago neighborhoods. 
 
A bit about learning in K-1 at Ravenswood… 
Learning is an active, engaged process.  The students will be involved in a variety of activities throughout the day 
that will require them to think critically, participate in conversations, and construct knowledge.  
 

It is important the children feel a sense of ownership over their learning and what goes on in the classroom.  There 
will be a variety of ways on a daily and weekly basis for the kids to take responsibility for their classroom time. 
Having this responsibility will allow them to take their learning more seriously as well as have more fun in school. 
 

In addition to the children feeling ownership over their learning, it is important to build a strong sense of 
classroom community.  Many of our activities for the first month of school will help us move toward this goal, as 
the children learn to work cooperatively, support each other, and treat each other with kindness and respect. 
These themes will be carried on throughout the year. 
 

One of our primary goals for the children is to help them become lifelong learners.  Many of the inquiries and 
activities that we do will be geared toward fostering the children’s’ curiosity and interest in the world around 
them, as well as developing the skills they need to explore their interests.  
 
 



 
Curriculum 

PLAY 
At Ravenswood, we believe purposeful play is a powerful tool all children need to be successful, both in and out of 
the classroom. It gives children the chance to experiment and understand the world around them without being 
directly instructed by an adult. Children develop skills to interact with others, regulate their emotions, and build 
independence and confidence in themselves. Much like a reading or writing workshop, students are instructed as a 
whole group, given time to practice newly learned skills, and then share about their experience. 
 
BALANCED LITERACY 
Balanced Literacy is an approach to teaching that exposes children to reading and writing through a wide variety of 
experiences. This highly effective framework for literacy instruction allows children to take ownership of and 
interest in their learning.  As members of balanced literacy classrooms, the children will participate in activities 
(e.g., guided reading, interactive read aloud, writing workshop, etc.) that will increase their skill level while 
fostering their interest in and love of reading and writing everyday.  
 
WORKSHOP MODEL 
Much of our instruction follows the workshop model. With this model, we will be teaching lessons, providing time 
for the children to work independently and with partners, and then wrapping lessons up with share time.  
 
EVERYDAY MATH 
Ravenswood uses Everyday Math from pre-k through fourth grade.  This curriculum revisits concepts multiple 
times throughout the year and in between the years. This approach can seem different than a more traditional 
model in which math concepts are taught to mastery. Everyday Math exposes students to concepts over time to 
deepen understanding.  
 
SCIENCE and SOCIAL SCIENCE 
At Ravenswood, we use an Inquiry-based model to investigate science and social science concepts. Students are 
given ownership over learning as we guide them through the skills necessary to research independently. These 
include asking meaningful questions, researching a topic, and presenting new information to a wider audience. 
Students are also explicitly taught how to collaborate with peers in this learning process.  
 

Supplies 
All of our supplies will be shared, so you do not need to put your child’s name on anything.  We will need to 
replenish our supplies throughout the year, and we will send requests home as needed.  Your help with this will be 
very much appreciated. 
 

Communication and Homework 
FOLDER 
Your child will have a folder that will need to go back and forth every day.  Please make sure to empty the folder 
every single night!  Nothing other than absence notes (when applicable) should be in the folders in the morning.  
 
COMMUNICATION 
You can be sure to expect regular Newsletters and email communication from your child’s teacher. 
 
POETRY 
We will learn a new poem and/or song each week.  The poems will be a way for us to build community as well as 
work on various reading skills.  At school, the first graders will create poetry journals where they will collect and 
illustrate all of the poems.  In kindergarten and first grade, we will also send a copy of the poem home in the daily 
folders each week.  
 

We recommend helping your child to create a system (a folder/notebook/binder, etc.) for saving and storing the 
poems.  They are a great way for the kids to work on reading fluency and various other reading skills at home.  



 
READING 
We ask that your child spends time reading every night.  This can happen in a variety of ways, including reading 
independently, reading to you, and, most importantly, being read to by you.  All of these types of reading are 
extremely valuable, so please try to do a variety.  
 
HOMEWORK 
We firmly believe in the importance of play and family time for our young learners.  Knowing that we have such a 
long school day and time at home is limited, we ask that you spend the family time that you do have engaging in 
activities such as reading together, having meaningful conversations, and playing. We are confident that the 
amount of time the children spend on academics during the school day is sufficient, and that they’ll be very well 
prepared for the following grade by the end of the year.  
 

In first grade, Everyday Math Homelinks will be sent home regularly throughout the year.  Please understand that 
these are not worksheets for the children to fill out on their own!  As the name suggests, they are intended to serve 
as links from school to home, and as a way to keep you involved with your child’s math learning. These are not 
required to be completed in any amount of time and do not ever need to be turned in.   If your child completes the 
Homelinks in BASA, we highly recommend that you find time to review them at home and provide extra practice if 
necessary.  
 

Meals 
BREAKFAST 
Our school is part of the universal breakfast program.  The first ten minutes of our school day are designated as 
breakfast time for the children who wish to participate.  
 
LUNCH 
School lunch is free and available everyday.  A school lunch calendar can be accessed through the Ravenswood 
website.  You can decide whether you want your child to eat school lunch all the time, never, or only on certain 
days.  The children who bring home lunch will put their lunch boxes in their cubbies before coming into the 
classroom.  
 
SNACK 
In kindergarten and first grade we have a designated snack time in our day.  We want all of the kids to have 
the mental and physical energy they need to get through our long day, so we’re asking that you send your child 
to school with a healthy snack every single day.  
 

Due to the potentially disruptive nature of food in the classroom, we need all snacks to be: 
● Easily opened/handled by your child. 
● Able to be eaten in 5-10 minutes. 
● Nutritious 

 *** Due to severe allergies in our classrooms, we are asking that all snacks are NUT FREE & EGG FREE.  
         *In the interest of simplicity, we recommend limiting snacks to fruit, vegetables, & cheese. We appreciate your  
              help in keeping all of our children safe. 
      No drinks other than water 
·   Please place the snack in your child’s lunchbox or backpack and make sure s/he knows to save it for snack time. 
 
A note about water bottles 
We want the children to stay hydrated and comfortable throughout the day.  Although we do have drinking 
fountains at school, it would be very time consuming for every child to get drinks from the fountains, especially 
during transition times when everyone is thirsty (after recess, for example).  For this reason, we ask that every 
child bring a full water bottle to school every day.  The children will keep their water bottles in their cubbies 



and access them when they need to.  

 
Absences 

Regular attendance at school is crucial to success.  This is the time to start good school habits that will last a 
lifetime.  Most of the activities we do will include conversation and group participation, so it is nearly impossible to 
make up missed work at home.  Please make school a priority and make sure to have your child here on time every 
day. 
 
Although good attendance is crucial for school success, illnesses and family emergencies do happen.  If your child 
misses school for one of those reasons, please provide a written note with the dates of absence and excuse upon 
your child’s return to school.  Without this note, the absence will be considered unexcused. 
 

Drop Off and Pick Up 
DROP OFF 
It is extremely important that your child arrives at school on time every single day for many reasons.  The first few 
minutes of our day are an important time for the children to come in, greet their classmates, and settle into school. 
In addition to missing out on this time, late arrivals also disrupt the rest of the class.  If you make it a routine to be 
here a few minutes before the first bell rings, your child will be able to count on a smooth start every day.  
 
Beginning on the second day of school, we will pick up the children at our designated doors (the southern-most 
Paulina door for 206 and 207; the main entrance for 109 and 208) and bring them upstairs.  After the first day, we 
are asking that all parents say goodbye outside the building.  
 
PICK UP 
Please make a point of picking your child up on time every day. The children who participate in BASA will be 
picked up from our classroom by BASA staff.  We will dismiss the rest of the children through our designated doors 
at 3:45.  Please make sure to let us know on your parent survey what your child’s after school arrangements will 
be. 
 
*Kindergarten and first grade will follow the school-wide schedule of 8:45-3:45. 

 
Grading and Report Cards 

Kindergarten students are not given formal letter grades. Instead, students will receive either:  
4 (Exemplary), 3 (Proficient), 2 (Developing), or a 1 (Beginning) for academics and a + (Consistently)  ✔ 
(Sometimes), and - (Rarely) for social emotional skills. Report cards will be distributed at the end of each 
10-week quarter. 
 

The Board of Education requires letter grades for all students beginning in first grade.  At this age, children are 
still developing at different rates and have varying abilities.  We will not be discussing grades with the children in 
any of the classrooms or showing them their report cards.  We strongly recommend that you also don’t discuss 
grading or the report card with your child. 

Your child’s grades will be weighted with the following categories: 
Reading: 50% Reading Level, 10% Word Work, 40% Comprehension  
Math: 40% Unit Assessments, 30% Journal, 30% Extended Practice 
Writing: 80% Published Piece, 20% Productivity  
Content: 50% Learning Journal, 50% Collaboration 

 
Clothes 

DRESSING FOR SCHOOL 
We will be spending a lot of time on the floor.  We will be sitting on rugs to listen to stories, play games, and have 
conversations.  The kids will be running around at recess and during some games.  Please send your child to school 
in clothes and shoes that will be comfortable all day.  If your child wears a dress or skirt they should wear shorts 



underneath, as the kids will be sitting cross-legged on the rug. 
 
 
CHANGE OF CLOTHES 
In kindergarten, your child needs to keep a change of clothes at school; the clothes can be kept in his/her cubby. 
The clothes should be kept in a shoebox sized plastic container labeled with your child’s name.  In first grade, your 
child can have a change of clothes in their cubby if you feel that it will be beneficial. 
 
WINTER 
We do not have control over the heat in the classroom and the temperature can vary from day to day.  It is best to 
dress the children in layers so they can adjust accordingly.  It’s hard for kids to concentrate when they are too hot 
or too cold! 
 
SNOW 
We will be going out for recess throughout the winter as long as the wind-chill doesn’t go below 15 degrees.  When 
it’s snowing or there’s snow on the ground, make sure your child is prepared for recess by sending him/her to 
school with; boots, a hat, mittens or gloves, and a scarf.  On the days when there is a lot of snow, a snowsuit or snow 
pants will be helpful.  You may also want to keep an extra pair of socks in the cubby during the winter for times 
when the snow gets in the boots. 
 
BOOTS 
If your child comes to school wearing rain or snow  
boots they will need to change into a clean pair of shoes before entering the classroom.  We recommend you keep 
an extra pair of shoes in your child’s cubby for this purpose. 
 

Birthdays 
BIRTHDAY BOOKS 
We do not celebrate birthdays with cupcakes or other treats.  Instead, we celebrate each child’s birthday with 
a timeline of his/her life that the birthday child creates at home with help from family.  These books are a great 
way for us to get to know each child on a more personal level.  
 

The timelines should be in book form with one page for each year of life in chronological order (please do not 
exceed 8 pages).  Each page should include photographs or pictures from/about that year.  The children should 
write to tell about significant events in each year.  
 

After sharing the books with the class, they will be kept in our classroom library so the kids can re-visit them 
throughout the year.  I have a timeline book of my own life if you’d like to see a sample. 
 
BIRTHDAY INVITATIONS  
Birthday invitations can be passed out at school only if all students in the class are invited. If you are not having an 
all class party, please do not pass out invitations on school grounds.  In the past, we have had parents distribute 
birthday invitations outside of school in the morning. Please understand that when children walk into school with 
party invitations it’s very distracting, opens the door to hurt feelings, and makes it difficult to get our day started 
on a positive note.  
 

Volunteering 
PAPERWORK 
This volunteer job includes making copies, sorting papers, and filing for both grades. This job is essential to helping 
our classroom run smoothly and we would love to have a few consistent volunteers a week if possible.  Volunteers 
can be parents, grandparents, or other family members…we’re not picky! 
 
FIELD TRIPS 
We will send out requests for chaperones about two weeks before each field trip.  If you have younger children, 



please make other arrangements for them, as we cannot accommodate any extra children on our field trips.  If you 
agree to chaperone, keep in mind that we are counting on you to be there.  If something comes up and you are 
unable to attend, please let us know ASAP so we can find a replacement. 
 
SPECIAL OCCASIONS 
We will occasionally need extra hands for special projects or holiday activities.  We will try to send out requests for 
volunteers ahead of time when this happens.  
 
If you plan to volunteer in any capacity, please see the office about completing the necessary paperwork. 
 

Field Trips 
We will go on a few field trips over the course of the year when there is something for us to do that relates to one of 
our studies.  We’ll always try to notify you at least two weeks in advance, and will take volunteer chaperones with 
us every time.  
 

PAYMENT 
Most of our field trips will require a small amount of money.  Collecting money from a whole classroom of children 
requires organization, which we need your help for.  Any time we request money, please send your child’s money 
in some sort of envelope (can be a folded, taped piece of paper) or bag labeled with your child’s name and the 
purpose of the money.  This will help us to ensure that we don’t misplace or mix up anyone’s money.  Thank you for 
your cooperation with this!  
*Please communicate with your child’s teacher or the main office if you are in need of financial assistance.  
 
 

Leo 
Zoo Field Trip 

 
Washroom 

We will take a class bathroom break before lunch every day.  Please make sure your child uses the washroom right 
before school each day to avoid morning trips to the bathroom.  If we start to notice a pattern with your child 
having to go frequently we will let you know so we can problem-solve together.  

● Some children can be nervous about using the bathroom at school, particularly in kindergarten. Please have 
a conversation (or repeated conversations, if necessary) with your child about asking his/her teacher 
whenever s/he needs to use the washroom. Thank you! 

 
Toys From Home 

The children will not be able to bring toys from home to use during any part of the school day.  There is an 
exception for sports equipment, which may only be used at recess and must be kept in their cubbies for all other 
parts of the day. 
 

Let’s Have a Great Year! 
 
It is important to keep the lines of communication open throughout the year. We are happy to meet with parents 
before or after school, but these meetings need to be arranged in advance.  Please understand that we are not able 
to have extended conversations with parents right before school starts or as the children are entering.  If at any 
time you have questions or concerns, feel free to contact us by phone or email.  


